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No BPA For Baby Bottles In U.S.

6 Makers Announce Decision on Chemical

By Lyndsey Layton
Washington Post Staff Writer

Friday, March 6, 2009; Page A06

The six largest manufacturers of baby bottles will stop
selling bottles in the United States made with bisphenol
A, a controversial chemical widely used in plastics but
increasingly linked to a range of health effects.

The manufacturers declared their intentions after
Connecticut Attorney General Richard Blumenthal,
joined by the attorneys general in Connecticut and New
Jersey, wrote to the bottle makers and asked them to
voluntarily stop using the chemical.

"The evidence seems too clear and emphatic and
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unequivocal to say we should simply permit this stuff to go into children on a massive scale,"
Blumenthal said yesterday. "And there's no reason for it, because there are substitutes

available."

Bisphenol A, in commercial use since the 1950s, is found in a wide variety of everyday
items, including plastic beverage containers, eyeglasses and compact discs. It is ubiquitous:
One recent federal study estimated that the chemical is found in the urine of 93 percent of the

U.S. population.

Commonly called BPA, the chemical mimics the hormone estrogen and may disrupt the
body's endocrine system. Public health advocates say it poses a particular danger to fetuses,
infants and children because BPA can interfere with cell function at a point when their bodies

are still developing.
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Over the past decade, more than 130 studies have linked BPA to breast

cancer, obesity and other disorders. In September, the study of BPA in humans found adults
with higher levels of bisphenol A had elevated rates of heart disease, diabetes and liver -

abnormalities. Last year, researchers at the Yale School of Medicine linked BPA to problems

file://C:\Documents and Settings\v.belloni\Desktop\No BPA For Baby Bottles In U_S... 09/03/2009



No BPA For Baby Bottles In U.S. - washingtonpost.com Pagina 2 di 3

YOUNGER-LOOKING HAIR NOW with brain function and mood disorders in #

monkeys. )

Much of the new research suggests that BPA
has an effect at very low doses -- lower than
the current safety standard set by the Food
and Drug Administration. The most
prominent finding was by the National
Toxicology Program, part of the National
Institutes of Health, which reported last year
that there is "some concern” BPA may affect
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The FDA has maintained that BPA is safe, relying largely on two studies that were funded by
the chemical industry. In October, the agency was faulted by its own panel of independent
science advisers, who said the FDA's position on BPA was scientifically flawed. As a result,
the agency is revisiting its position on the chemical.

The American Chemistry Council, an industry group that represents companies that make
BPA, yesterday repeated the FDA's position that BPA is safe at current levels in food bottles
and containers.

Consumer concern about the chemical has placed increasing pressure on manufacturers and
retailers. Late last year, Babies R Us and other major retailers told suppliers they would no
longer stock baby bottles made with BPA.

Several bottle makers contacted by Blumenthal said they were already ridding their product
lines of the chemical.

"We made a business decision to move out of BPA," said Shannon Jenest of Philips Avent,
which is number one in U.S. dollar sales of baby bottles.

Philips Avent stopped selling baby products with BPA on Dec. 31 in North America but
continues to market them overseas, she said. "We felt like we had hit a tipping point with our
consumers and with our retailers,” Jenest said. "Babies R Us was banning it, Target was
going to, CVS was going to, and so the distribution channels were lessening and lessening."

Blumenthal said he is gathering support from other attorneys general to demand that
manufacturers take BPA out of infant formula cans and all food and beverage containers.

Richard Wiles, executive director of the Environmental Working Group, an advocacy
organization, said the states are acting because the federal government has refused to do so.
"Today's deal underscores the need for the Congress and the Obama administration to
overhaul federal chemicals policy to protect infants and children from exposures to toxic
chemicals,” Wiles said. "When the public is forced to rely on state actions to achieve
nationwide protections, we know the federal system is broken."

Understand more about: Web-Wide News Alerts

Get MyWebpost
Get The Post's take on whatever you're reading --
Richard Folgd and anywhere on the Web.
BephesdA| | gymenthal | |, 29 Sian Up | Learn More

file://C:\Documents and Settings\v.belloni\Desktop\No BPA For Baby Bottles In U_S... 09/03/2009



No BPA For Baby Bottles In U.S. - washingtonpost.com Pagina 3 di 3

>

Unied Sinles ﬁﬁ;’ People who read this also read...

Pelosi, Reid learn about life in Obama's shadow
GOP Fights Back Over Criticism of Limbaugh
GOP Looks to Escalate Attacks on Obama

Articles Marc Fisher - Delegate's Stance On Death Penalty

washingtonpost.com | The web Informed by Tragedy

Chemical in Plastics May Cause Fertility Pr... E’gﬂ:“
of Medicine, who was not involved in the discovery by 9

studies. Last ...
November 13, 2008 | washingtonpost.com

Most Viewed Nation Articles

1;7 Years of BPA . . Pentagon's Unwanted Projects in Earmarks

Bisphenol A is synthesized by chemists.

Scientists discover that BPA ... Obama To Loosen Stem Cell Funding

April 27, 2008 | washingtonpost.com Scientists Learning to Target Bacteria Where They
Live

Plastic Chemical Tied to Heart Disease and ...

banned. However, the U.S. Food and Drug No BPA For Baby Bottles In U.S.

Administration said in ... . )

September 16, 2008 | washingtonpost.com » Top 35 Nation Articles

» Most Popular on washingtonpost.com
Plastics Chemical of 'Some Concern' for Fe...
...August 8 (HealthDay News) -- Bisphenol A, a
chemical found ... D

powered by

© 2009 The Washington Post Company
Ads by Google

Your First Baby
Your Complete Pregnancy Guide. Find Articles, Blogs, & More Today!
www.FitPregnancy.com

Baby Safe Feeder
Only £9.99 - In Stock Now Dispatched Same Day - Fast Delivery
www.cradleandall.co.uk

Silicone baby care goods
Toothbrush,teether,spoon,nipple Specializing in silicone products
www.legend-rubber.com

NEWS | POLITICS | OPINIONS | LOCAL | SPORTS | ARTS & LIVING | GOING OUT GUIDE

SEARCH: @ (@) washingtonpost.com () Web: Results by GGL':ISIEH

washingtonpost.com: About Us | Work for Us | Advertisers | Site Map | Search Terms | Topics Index | Make us your homepe
The Washington Post: Subscribe | Home Delivery Service | Advertisers | PostPoints | Electronic Edition | Online Photo Store
Weekly

The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites

© Copyright 1996- 2009 The Washington Post Company | User Agreement and Privacy Policy | Rights and Permissions

file://C:\Documents and Settings\v.belloni\Desktop\No BPA For Baby Bottles In U_S... 09/03/2009



